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City of Cayce
Regular Council Meeting
November 17, 2021

The November Regular Council Meeting was held this evening at 5:00 p.m. in
Council Chambers. Those present included Mayor Elise Partin, Mayor Pro Tem James
Jenkins and Council Members Phil Carter, Tim James and Hunter Sox. City Manager
Tracy Hegler, Assistant City Manager Jim Crosland, Municipal Clerk Mendy Corder,
Finance Director Kelly McMullen, IT Director Jamie Beckham and City Attorney Danny
Crowe were also in attendance.

Mayor Partin asked if members of the press and the public were duly notified of
the meeting in accordance with the FOIA. Ms. Corder confirmed they were notified.

Call to Order

Mayor Partin called the meeting to order and Mayor Pro Tem Jenkins gave the
invocation. Mayor Partin led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance.

B. Nomination and Election of Mayor Pro Tem

Mayor Partin stated that the current Mayor Pro Tem was Skip Jenkins. She
asked if there were any nominations for Mayor Pro Tem. Council Member Carter stated
that within the last couple of weeks he had contacted all of his colleagues on Council,
as well as Mayor Partin, advocating his desire to be Mayor Pro Tem. He stated that he
appreciated Mayor Partin’s kind words of support. He stated that Mayor Partin told him
it was his time and that he had always represented the City well. He stated that after a
brief discussion Mayor Partin asked him if he would be alright with moving the election
of Mayor Pro Tem from the November 9, 2021, Council Meeting to the November 17,
2021, Council Meeting. He stated that he gladly agreed. He stated that his first phone
call was to Mayor Pro Tem Jenkins since he was the longest tenured Council Member
and the current Mayor Pro Tem. He stated that Mayor Pro Tem Jenkins offered his
support and it was much appreciated. Council Member Carter stated that it was his
understanding that Mayor Pro Tem Jenkins had changed his mind since that discussion.
He stated that was certainly his right but a courtesy phone call would have been
appreciated. He stated that he also received the support of Council Member James and
Council Member Sox. He stated that the unanimous support of Council was greatly
appreciated. He stated that he asked his wife Debra and his son Brett to attend the
Council Meeting so they could experience and share his joy in being elected Mayor Pro
Tem. He stated that however he apologized in advance for any embarrassment that the
meeting might bring. Council Member Carter stated in his desire to promote harmony
and unity on Council he was no longer a candidate for Mayor Pro Tem. He stated that
he wanted to make the motion that the current Mayor Pro Tem be appointed Mayor Pro
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Tem as required by City Ordinance Section 2-53. Council Member James seconded
the motion.

Mayor Partin stated that she had to say for the record that those were not exactly
the words she used with Council Member Carter. Council Member Carter stated he did
not think it was the time or place for that debate. Mayor Partin stated that Council
Meetings were always the time and place for the truth. She stated that she was told
that Council Member Carter had gone to all the members of Council for their support
and then brought it to her. She stated that she found out afterwards that that was not
the full truth. Council Member Carter asked her to please expand on that. Mayor Partin
asked to please make sure they kept decorum in the meeting and not interrupt each
other. Mayor Partin asked Mayor Pro Tem Jenkins if he would like to expand on it since
it was his conversation. Mayor Pro Tem Jenkins stated that he did not recollect the
words that Council Member Carter presented to Council that night. He stated that he
remembered Council Member Carter mentioning it and then he received a phone call
from Council Member James asking him about the Mayor Pro Tem position. He stated
that he told Council Member James that he planned to stay Mayor Pro Tem and Council
Member James said ok. He stated that Council Member James texted him that day and
said that he was in the position that Mayor Pro Tem Jenkins stay in the Mayor Pro Tem
position.

Mayor Pro Tem Jenkins stated that he felt that Council had solved the issue of
Mayor Pro Tem and Council needed to move on. He stated that they needed to remind
themselves what someone said and cannot add words that they think they said. He
stated that they had to be careful about doing that. He stated that they were not there
to put words in people’s mouth. Mayor Partin called the question which was
unanimously approved by roll call vote.

Public Comment Regarding Iltems on the Agenda

Mayor Partin stated that the Public Comment section on the agenda provides an
opportunity to members of the public to present to Council their thoughts or comments
on items on tonight's agenda. She stated that it was not a question/answer period
between the speaker and the Council or the speaker and City staff. She stated that
public comment should not be derogatory towards a specific individual or individuals.
Mayor Partin stated that public comment should be 5 minutes or less per person. She
stated that because so many people were signed up to speak for the speakers to please
keep their comments concise. She stated that if a speaker before you said what you
were going to say to feel free to reference that without repeating it for the sake of
time. Mayor Partin thanked everyone for being there and for sharing during public
comment. She stated that when a speaker's name was called by the City Clerk that
speaker could come to the podium.
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Mr. Archie Moore, 517 Holland Avenue, signed up to speak on ltem V. A. Mr.
Moore stated that in regards to Item V. A. since the Mayor and City Administration
chose to go to the news media and discuss the matter on the strength of a staff
member’s allegations he thought Mr. Hutson deserved to have someone that really
knew him speak on his behalf. He stated that Marion Hutson was a Museum
Commissioner for many years and was a volunteer at the Cayce Museum for 25 years.
He stated that for many years Mr. Hutson was responsible for all the outdoor activities,
entertainment, reenactors and exhibits during the Museum’s Christmas Traditions
celebration. Mr. Moore stated that Mr. Hutson had always been a respected member of
the Museum team. He stated that in all the years he had known Mr. Hutson he had
never known him to say or do anything improper. He stated that was the Marion Hutson
he knew. Mr. Moore stated that he recently learned that while Mr. Hutson was a mail
carrier there was a black family on his route who had a death in the family and Mr.
Hutson enlisted the help of his fellow mail carriers, friends and church members to help
with the expenses. He stated that Mr. Hutson collected enough money to complete the
funeral expenses for the family. He stated that was the Marion Hutson he knew. He
stated that on the day of Mr. Hutson’s resignation from the Museum Commission Mr.
Hutson and his wife took a load of shoes to their church to be distributed to those who
needed them. Mr. Moore stated that he discovered that Mr. Hutson regularly did that.
He stated that instead of handling the matter internally or to at least hear from Mr.
Hutson, City Administration was quick to condemn him on the word of a staffer who
needed to make some points with her superior at the expense of a long-time
acquaintance who regarded her as a friend. Mr. Hutson stated that instead of
conferring with the Museum Commission as would have been proper, City
Administration chose to discuss the matter in a Council Meeting then hastily called the
news media to make the situation public. He stated that the way the matter had been
handled was detrimental to the City and the Cayce Museum.

Mr. Archie Moore, 517 Holland Avenue, signed up to speak on ltem VI. A. Mr.
Moore stated that it was noted that there was only one application entered for
consideration for the open position on the Museum Commission. He stated that there
was at least one more application on file that should be considered along with the
application that had been presented. He stated that it was customary that any Museum
Commission application be sent to the Commission for their consideration regardless of
where the application originated. He stated that after reviewing the application the
Commission would meet with the applicant for an interview, especially in this case
where the applicant was not known by the Commissioners. He stated that the last step
would be for the application to be forwarded to Council for their approval. He stated that
this procedure had not been followed recently. He stated that the City Administration
had not included the Museum leadership in selecting new Commissioners nor in the
hiring of Museum staff as was customary. He stated that it was a concerted attempt by
the City Administration to exclude the Museum leadership from these important aspects
of the Museum operation. He stated that the latest attempt to fast track the appointment
seemed odd in light of the fact that Council allowed the commissioners to operate for
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four (4) months last year with only four (4) Commissioners. He stated his apologies to
the Council Members who were not responsible for the ridiculous, outrageous and
despicable treatment to the Commissioners who had worked tirelessly for many years to
make the Museum a first class facility. He stated that he hoped that his comments
might be helpful in the leadership as they deliberated some of these items.

Ms. Ann Bailey-Robinson, 2024 Memorial Drive, signed up to speak on Item V.
A. Ms. Bailey-Robinson stated that she was so disappointed in how things were going
in the City since the election. She stated that she could not describe how disappointing
it was. She stated that the apology itself didn’t really do anything except to make things
worse for her personally. She stated that if things like that were said to someone he
might have expected that person to not say anything. She asked how many times had
this happened already. She stated that was what she was concerned about. She
asked Council what they were willing to tolerate for the City. She stated that new Police
Chief Cowan had went out to the Hispanic community and said that he was personally
there to represent everyone in Cayce. She asked what Council was going to do about
what had happened. Ms. Bailey-Robinson stated that they had to stand on their word.
She stated that if they were going to represent everyone then represent everyone. She
stated that in her heart she knew that if the shoe was on the other foot and that had
been a person of color it would not have made it to Council that evening. It would have
been taken care of that day. She stated from personal experience and what she had
dealt with in her own past as a black female things would have been totally different.
She stated that yes, she was disappointed but wanted to thank Council for the time they
had been putting in but she especially appreciated the public coming forward to check
on things. She stated that they needed to be there and present every time there was a
Council Meeting, not just for this type of meeting. Ms. Bailey-Robinson stated they
needed to change things in Cayce, really change things.

Mr. Mike Wuest, 15601 Abbott Road, signed up to speak on ltem IV. D. Mr. Wuest
stated that six (6) months ago was the first meeting of the Planning Commission
regarding the lot on Dunbar Road. He stated that six (6) months ago in the virtual
meeting Great Southern Homes put their diagram on the screen for everyone to see
their plan to put 34 split-level townhomes on an 11 acre lot. He stated that within the
past six (6) months many people in the surrounding neighborhood had spoken against
that plan. He stated that they did not think it was a good fit for the neighborhood and
would like to see any RS designations to eliminate the possibility of high-rises.

Ms. Kelly Wuest, 1501 Abbott Road, signed up to speak on ltem IV. D. Ms.
Wuest stated that the text and map amendments on that night's agenda were definitely
a step in the right direction to ensure that the City allows for appropriate growth and use
of land. She stated that she and her neighbors knew the amount of work and effort City
staff had put into this issue. She stated that many of them agreed that they want to
attract new families to stay and invest in their community and housing was certainly a
part of that discussion. She stated that however they did not agree with putting as
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many houses as possible on the Dunbar Road lot. Ms. Wuest stated that the concern
was not so much the concern of townhomes but it was density and keeping the appeal
of the neighborhood rather than diminishing it. She stated that many of the neighbors
would prefer to see single family homes to fit with those already in the neighborhood.
She stated others saw the potential benefit of smaller patio homes because they knew
that was a need according to the City’s Housing Study. She stated that all the
neighbors would love to see some sort of green space also remain. Ms. Wuest stated
that she wanted to ask Council to deny the requested RG-2 zoning and to consider not
the RS-4 but instead the RS-3 zoning designation which would slightly reduce the
density of any potential development while still allowing for potentially more diverse
housing options. She stated that as the updated Comprehensive Plan stated they
wanted to preserve neighborhood vitality and meet the future housing demand. She
stated that it also mentioned utilizing zoning efforts that reflects growth and
development trends and the desires of the community. Ms. Wuest stated that one of
her neighbors stated that they had plenty of room for this to be done right. She stated
that they needed nice construction that would stand the test of time and the
collaboration to make it happen.

Mr. Josh Rabon, 3740 A Fernadina Road, signed up to speak on Item IV. D. He
stated that he was representing Great Southern Homes as a local engineer in the
community. He stated that it had been an ongoing process and they had been working
with the School District who owns the property, working with the Planning Commission
and City staff and had been before Council several times. He stated that they had
listened and heard the concerns of the community. He stated that the original plan did
show 34 buildings for a total of 72 units but the plan had been revised down to 56 total
units so there was a significant reduction in the proposed density. He stated that they
had to balance meeting the Ordinance requirements as well as making the project
economically feasible. He stated that if it was not economically feasible then the project
would not happen. He stated that no builder would develop the property if it was not
economically feasible. He stated that the only thing that they were asking at that point
was to modify the RG-2 zoning and they were requesting that it be revised to RS-4
meeting the new Ordinance and the site plan would have 56 units. He stated that there
would be some open green space. He stated that he thought Great Southern Homes
was doing a fantastic job listening to the community and staff, trying to give Cayce what
they want, trying to meet the infill requirements of the Housing Study as well as making
it an economically feasible project.

Ms. Nancy Drew, 921 M Avenue, signed up to speak on ltem IV. D. Ms. Drew
stated that the current housing demand in Cayce was for single family homes similar to
the homes on the Avenues. She stated that the Quail Ridge neighborhood on Highway
378 was a development that would be ideal for the vacant property on Dunbar Road.
She stated that more senior housing was needed and housing for young families with
children. She stated that she had been in her home on the Avenues for over 50 years
and it was a blessing to live in Cayce.
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Ms. Nancy Drew, 921 M Avenue, signed up to speak on ltem V. A. She stated
that she hated racism but more she hated injustice. She stated that racism was
included in injustice and was an injustice. She stated that the City of Cayce was
charged with the use of best practices. She stated that best practices state that when a
person was accused they must be advised of the accusation and the accusation must
be proven by an investigation and interviewing the person charged. She stated that Mr.
Hutson was not treated fairly according to due process. Ms. Drew stated that people on
social media stated that Mr. Hutson was guilty because he did not have a comment
when a reporter asked him about what was said. She stated that because he did not
deny it or defend himself people said he was guilty. She stated that the 5" Amendment
gave him the right to silence and that silence defends one against injustice. She stated
that Mr. Hutson did not do anything wrong by saying he did not want to talk about it.
She stated that the 14" Amendment gave Mr. Hutson the right to expect to be treated
fairly by his government which was Cayce. Ms. Drew stated that best practices state
that information should be given out on a need to know basis to protect all concerned.
She stated that the accuser was left anonymous but Mr. Hutson’s name was spread all
over South Carolina as a racist when there had been no due process to determine if the
accusation was true. She stated that they still did not know if what Mr. Hutson was
accused of was true. She stated that this was not a reflection on the accuser but
because it was not corroborated and due process was not followed. Ms. Drew stated
that after Mayor Pro Tem Jenkins’ very heartfelt motion Council Member James, Carter
and Sox spoke and said they did not agree with those kind of remarks.

Ms. Jessica Johnston, 938 M Avenue, signed up to speak on ltem V. A. Ms.
Johnston’s typed comments are attached.

Mr. Michael Mahoney, 2101 Wilkinson Street, signed up to speak on Iltems IV. A,
B and D. He stated that most people did not want to see townhomes built on the
Dunbar Road property. He stated that it was a knee jerk reaction after seeing what was
built on Dreher Road. He stated that he did believe that the three (3) items that were on
the agenda for Council to vote on go a long way towards RS 1-3 zoning and guiding
infill development.

Ms. Mary Carlson, 1104 Oakland Avenue, signed up to speak on ltem V. A. Ms.
Carlson stated that she wrote to Council and everyone contacted her back. She stated
that she had a little bit of concern about Council Member Sox’s response. She stated
that Council Member Sox mentioned Executive Order a couple of times in his response
to her and she was concerned about how Robert's Rules of Order were followed.

Presentations

A. Presentation by Mr. Carlos Anrrich and Mr. Mo Garcia regarding the growing
sport of Pickleball






